SCLA USA PATRIOT Act Resolution 
(Passed June 18, 2004)
Whereas democracy requires an informed public who are engaged in the political, social and artistic life of their country; and
Whereas libraries are the primary places where knowledge is collected, stored and disseminated; and 

Whereas the respect for confidentiality is key to the free flow of ideas and knowledge; and 
Whereas provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act allow federal agents to access activities of library users without adequate judicial oversight or without the user’s knowledge or consent, and, 
Whereas, the USA PATRIOT Act and other federal legislation have created a legal and social climate where constitutionally protected activities can be investigated; and 

Whereas, the USA PATRIOT Act and other federal legislation will impede the free flow of ideas that is critical to the health of a democratic government; 

Therefore be it resolved that Suffolk County Library Association opposes provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act and other federal legislation that allow government agencies to investigate constitutionally protected free speech without adequate judicial oversight, or without the user’s knowledge or consent; and 
Be if further resolved that the Suffolk County Library Association urges the Suffolk County Legislature and local town and village governments to pass resolutions that oppose provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act and other laws and regulations that restrict civil liberties and impede the free flow of information.

