
Stone, Tanya Lee.  Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to 

Dream 

The story of the thirteen women connected with NASA’s Mercury 13 

space mission who braved prejudice and jealousy to make their mark and 

open the door for female pilots and space commanders.  

 

Swanson, James L.  Chasing Lincoln’s Killer  

Recounts the escape of John Wilkes Booth, Abraham Lincoln’s assassin, 

and follows the intensive twelve-day search for him and his accomplices.   

 

Walker, Sally M.  Written in Bone: Buried Lives of Jamestown and 

Colonial Maryland 

When a retired detective stumbles upon the body of a young woman, in-

cinerated along with her island cottage, forensic anthropologist Dr. David 

Hunter uncovers evidence of murder along with hidden secrets of the iso-

lated island community.   

 

Wooldridge, Connie Nordhielm.  The Brave Escape of Edith Wharton 

Reviews the life of the Ethan Frome author, a woman ahead of her time 

who sought ways to escape her privileged upbringing, surrounded herself 

with male friends, and was recognized for her generosity during WWI.   

 

Wright, Simeon and Herb Boyd.  Simeon’s Story: an Eyewitness Ac-

count of the Kidnapping of Emmett Till 

Documents the 1955 kidnapping and murder trial of teenager Emmett 

Till, a catalyst for the civil rights movement, as remembered by Emmett’s 

cousin.   
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The Birth of an American Terrorist Group 
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Good Brother, Bad Brother 

The Story of Edwin Booth & John Wilkes Booth 
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Adler, David A.  Frederick Douglass: A Noble Life 

A biography of Douglass’ ascent from slavery. 

 

Allen, Thomas B.  Mr. Lincoln’s High-Tech War: How the North used 

the Telegraph, Railroads, Surveillance Balloons, Ironclads, High-

Powered Weapons and More to Win the Civil War 

Reveals how president Lincoln’s appreciation for the power of technology 

played a critical role in the North’s Civil War victory over the South.   

 

Bolden, Tonya.  FDR’s Alphabet Soup: New Deal America 1932-1939 

A one-of-a-kind resource of photos, memorabilia and reproductions on 

FDR’s New Deal. 

 

Bowers, Rick.  Spies of Mississippi: The True Story of the Spy Net-

work that Tried to Destroy the Civil Rights Movement 

Brings to light the secret efforts of spies who tried to block the voting 

rights of African-Americans during the Civil Rights era.   

 

Butzer, C.M.  Gettysburg: The Graphic Novel 

Depicts the Battle of Gettysburg, the national movement to create a me-

morial there and the quiet day in 1863 when President Lincoln delivered 

his galvanizing speech.   

 

D’Agnese, Joseph and Denise Kiernan.  Signing Their Lives Away: the 

Fame and Misfortune of the Men Who Signed the Declaration of In-

dependence 

The lives, deaths, and scandals involving the fifty-six signers of the Dec-

laration of Independence.   

 

Fleming, Candace.  The Great and Only Barnum: The Tremendous, 

Stupendous Life of Showman P.T. Barnum 

Biography of P.T. Barnum, showman and founder of the Barnum and 

Bailey Circus. 

 

Fradin, Judith Bloom.  Jane Addams: Champion of Democracy 

A biography of the Nobel-Prize winning social worker and civil rights 

activist.   

 

Freedman, Russell.  Washington at Valley Forge 

When Washington’s army nearly perished during the winter of 1777-78 at 

Valley Forge, the revolutionaries endured severe hardships with the lack 

of army supplies, but marched away more determined than ever. 

 

Heiligman, Deborah.  Charles and Emma: the Darwin’s Leap of Faith 

An account of Charles Darwin’s life and evolutionary theory, examining 

how his personal life affected his work and vice versa due to his wife’s 

strong religious beliefs.  

 

Hoose, Phillip M.  Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice 

Presents the life of the Alabama teenager who played an integral but little

-known role in the Montgomery bus strike of 1955-1956 by refusing to 

give up a bus seat and by becoming a plaintiff in the landmark civil rights 

case against the bus company.   

 

Janeczko, Paul  The Dark Game: True Spy Stories from the Revolu-

tion to the 21st Century 

Describes the contributions and techniques of American spies over the 

course of the past two centuries.   

 

Kurson, Robert.  Shadow Divers: the True Adventure of Two Ameri-

cans who Risked Everything to Solve One of the Last Mysteries of 

World War II 

Recounts the discovery of a sunken German U-boat by two scuba divers, 

tracing how they devoted years to researching the identities of the subma-

rine and its crew, correcting historical texts and breaking new ground in 

the world of diving. 

 

Murphy, Jim.  An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of 

the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793 

Recreates the major social and political devastation to the city of Philadel-

phia in 1793 by the incurable yellow fever disease. 

 

Murphy, Jim.  The Real Benedict Arnold 

Using Arnold’s surviving writings and letters, memoirs and political 

documents of his contemporaries, the real Arnold is a brilliant man under-

valued by peers who made a choice that continues to reverberate through 

American history.   


